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Federal Tax Spending Survey Results Announced
BLUE HILL – Public surveys on federal spending have been held in several Maine towns during the months of April and May, conducted by local community organizations. In Blue Hill, the “Penny Poll” was conducted by Peninsula Peace & Justice on May 21st at Tradewinds Marketplace. 120 passersby participated. Each was given ten pennies to spend in any combination on ten federal budget categories. 


Results show (see piechart) that Education is most popular, earning 22% of votes cast, followed by Health Care (19.25%), Environment (18%), Food and Agriculture (10.5%), Veterans Support (8 %), Transportation (7 %), Housing (6 %), Interest on the National Debt (5%), Defense (2.25%), and Government (2%). There were lively discussions and diverse opinions offered, and many expressed hope that the results would not only be published locally, but would be sent to elected representatives both in Maine and in Washington.


Details of how the actual 2010 Federal Budget was allocated are available at nationalpriorities.org (categories of spending and dollar amounts taken from Budget of the United States Government, Public Budget Database).


Peninsula Peace & Justice is a Blue Hill organization that has been providing community education on local, national and global issues since 1999. 
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