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Q: Why do some spend so much?
A: The School Union towns that spend well above the state average are high-valuation communities. They are concentrated along the mid-coast region, and their high property valuations allow them to raise local money with comparatively low mill rates.
Q: Isn't this costing the state more?
A: No. In fact, because the higher spending School Union communities are almost all minimum receivers of state aid, they cost the state substantially less than most Municipal Districts or SADs (see examples in chart below.)
	Gorham School District
2,728 pupils

	Total per-pupil spending = $10,146 State General Purpose Aid   =        $5,662/pupil


	SAD 6 (Buxton, Hollis, Standish, Limington, Frye Island) 4067 pupils

	Total per-pupil spending = $8,857 State General Purpose Aid =         S4,662/pupiI


	School Union 47
1237 pupils

	Total per-pupil spending = $10, 257 State General Purpose Aid =         $2,463/pupil


	School Union 98
1416 pupils

	Total per-pupil spending = $13,727 State General Purpose Aid =        $l,002/pupil


	School Union 93
663 pupils

	Total per-pupil spending = $11,616 State General Purpose Aid =            $852/pUpiI



Q: Doesn't local spending by School Union communities add to the total calculated cost of education, and thus increase everybody's expected local contribution?
A: This works exactly the same in School Unions as it does in Municipal Districts or SADs. The DOE's argument that eliminating School Unions will bring down the total calculated cost of education assumes that, once pressured into joining RSUs, the voters in these high-valuation communities will immediately support budgets that reduce their per-pupil expenditures to the state average. In fact, the greater likelihood is that, without the School Union option, these communities will reject consolidation entirely and will end up spending even more, since their only legal alternative to joining an RSV will be to operate as separate, very small Municipal Districts.
All data are from 2006-07 Maine Department of Education reports. http://www. maine.gov/education/data/schfmdata. him
