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Walmart Black Friday Protest 

Walmart workers and their supporters are gearing up for protest activities, strikes and 

walkouts at Walmart locations throughout the U.S. on (Black) Friday, November 23.  

One of those locations will be Myrick Street in Ellsworth, opposite the Walmart 

Supercenter, where activists will gather to unfurl two huge banners stating:  

WALMART: RESPECT OUR COMMUNITY —  RAISE YOUR WORKERS’ PAY! 

A 2011 research brief by the Center for Labor Research and Education at UC Berkeley 

concluded that if Walmart paid its workers $12 per hour and passed on the entire cost of 

that wage increase to customers, the average Walmart shopper would pay 46 cents 

more per shopping trip. The workers would receive as much as $6,500 in an average 

annual pay increase--which they would no doubt spend in their local economy to pay 

their rent, food and utility bills. (The average Walmart wage is currently $8.90/hour.) 

The six Walmart heirs have a net worth equal to the bottom 30% of Americans. 

(Thirty percent of the U.S. population of 313 million is more than 93 million people.) 

The Netherlands' largest pension fund recently withdrew all of its investments in 

Walmart ($121 million) and Norway's Government Pension Fund sold all of its 

investments in Walmart ($400 million). They cited the company's poor record on the 

treatment of their employees, labor standards, environmental affairs, and anti-corruption 

efforts as their reasons for severing ties to the retail giant.  

For months, members of Occupy Ellsworth have been speaking out to urge Walmart to 

boost the wages of its employees and to improve their benefits and working conditions. 

This is what these hard working Mainers deserve. Getting paid decent wages would 

allow Walmart employees to purchase needed goods and services, thereby boosting 

commerce and benefiting deserving communities in and around Ellsworth.  
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